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While it might not be a typical place to find a herd of dairy
cattle, “the Eskdale pioneers selected this area for its remote-
ness and belief that there was a tremendous aquifer underneath
the community to support farming and agriculture,” states
John Conrad, DVM.

John has been involved with the dairy from the beginning
and works alongside of his two sons, Ben and David, who serve
as herdsman and feed administrator respectively. Also closely
involved is Ron Eldridge who is the herd manager. John’s re-
sponsibilities are herd health, flushing “and anything else that
is needed” he jokes.

The Beginning

Let us back up a bit to when it all began. Eskdale started in
1955 as a Christian community in this high mountain desert of
western Utah. The land was developed through the Desert Land
Entry Process that is administrated by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. Over time, seven land entries of 320 acres each and
additional land purchases, created the present-day community
that now consists of just over 4,000 acres. Early in the develop-
ment of this community, a few milk cows were kept and milked
by hand, to supply the community with milk, butter and cream.

It was in late 1972 when a commercial facility was built for
milk production and on January 1, 1973, the cows walked
through the parlor for the first time. These first cows were all
grade cows, but as John informs me, “the purchase of some
cows from the Willis Whitbeck (Wil-O-Whit prefix) Dairy in
Salt Lake City triggered the interest in purebred cattle. These
first purebred cows led us to purchase two small herds from
Tennessee and North Carolina in the mid 1970s.”

By the middle of the 1980s most of the cattle were purebred
and the herd had grown to nearly 200 head. John points out
that Stanley Faber and Kevin McCarthy (now with ABS) were
two influential people that started the commercial dairy and
got it off the ground.

He also mentions the influence of such dominant bulls as
Round Oak Rag Apple Elevation, Hanover Hill Triple Threat-
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Left to right in picture; Ron Eldridge, John Conrad, Ben Conrad, Dave
Conrad. (photo by Gerry & Colleen Childs)

Red, Marshfield Elevation Tony and Walkway Chief Mark as
very influential sires prior to their complete dispersal in 1986.
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Regrouping after the sale

After a dispersal sale in 1986, Ed Fellers helped Eskdale Dairy
purchase eight heifers from Herb Hartmann, Illinois. John
states, “They all had good pedigrees but one rather plain Lime-
Hollow Elevation Mars heifer we paid $800 became probably
the most important cow in our herd.”

Hart-Lyn E Mars Maid was from a VG-87 Valiant from an
EX-93 Astronaut who was a member of the 1976 Reserve All-
American Produce of Dam. The dam is an EX-92 Romandale
Reflection Marquis. “Mars Maid” went on to have a tremendous
career at Eskdale Dairy and finished by being classified 3E-91
and making several 30,000 pound milk records that totaled
over 200,000 pounds of lifetime milk production.

Additionally, she produced several Very Good daughters and
an Excellent “Southwind” that herself became a very significant
herd member. So important in fact, that now four generations
later, the notoriety of the All-American contest is back in the
forefront. Eskdale Dundee Marcia Mona (VG-89) is the 2007
Unanimous All-American Jr. 2-Year-Old for current owners
Arethusa Farms, Connecticut.

Other success purchases

John says that the Burton-Fellers sale company has been very
helpful and supportive over the years. Burton-Fellers managed
the herd dispersal in 1986 and has continued to help over the
years to re-invest in cow families for them.

An important purchase was Modik Valiant Gwynne (EX-92).
She is the dam to numerous bulls being sold to A.L, and the
second dam of Eskdale RM Faith-Red-ET (EX-90). This cow
already has two Very Good daughters and her red “September
Storm” daughter is just fresh and “a potential Junior 2-Year-
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